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Each era of Longmont expresses its own set of cultural and 

social circumstances ïCase in point:

Library ïOriginal version ïBalloon Frame architecture



Library ïTurn of the 20th Century ïClassical Revival style



Library - 1970ôs Era ïFunctional expression architecture



Library Today ïdramatic geometric forms



È 1. The aftermath of World War II

Á The Baby Boom required massive amounts of tract housing, exemplified by the 
Levittown and Eichler Homes developments on the east and west coasts. Mass 
production entered the housing marketplace.

Á There was a reduction in nationwide regional differences in social values which led 
to the popularization of design and construction styles.

Á Television brought popular culture into homes everywhere.

È 2. The evolution of Residential architecture was embodied by the work of the firm of 
Frank Lloyd Wright

Á He combined the democratic ideals of America with the innovative industrial 
concepts of western Europe.

Á The ñranchò style evolved out of his Usonian home architecture.

Á His architecture was artful and expressive.

È 3. Car culture ïthe influence of the automobile on American life

Á Highway architecture became very dramatic and entertaining with color, geometry 
and lighting.

Á Easy mobility made the suburbs possible.

Á The elevated status of cars led to the evolution of fancy house garages plus drive-in 
public services like restaurants,  motels,  theaters and shopping centers.



WWII Aftermath


